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House of Burgess: An open letter to Mitch 
Daniels 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


As I wrote in my Aug. 8, 2013 column, “A People’s History of Mitch 
Daniels,” a Freedom of Information Act request by Tom LoBianco (then of 
The Associated Press, now of The Indianapolis Star) revealed current 
Purdue University president Mitch Daniels had targeted Howard Zinn’s “A 
People’s History of the United States” for deletion from college course work 
during his tenure as governor. I asked for an interview with Daniels on the 
subject and was eventually denied. In that same column, I issued the 


following challenge: I would read one chapter per day of “A People’s 


History” and tweet about it using the hashtag #zinnbookclub with each 


post. 


As I wrote in my Sept. 18, 2013 column, “Read a banned book,” the same 
historians Daniels cited to defend his actions in his original response to the 
revelations, including Michael Kazen and Sam Wineburg, joined in 
denouncing his attempts at censorship. (These columns eventually helped 
make up my winning second place entry for Best General Commentary for 
Division 5 in the 2014 Hoosier State Press Association Foundation Better 


Newspaper Contest.) 


Last year, Dr. John Hartsough, of North Manchester, wrote me in response 
to my columns about this email scandal. I provided him links to the source 
material for the original Daniels emails on the subject. Earlier this month, 


Dr. Hartsough wrote me back. Here’s the email he sent me: 


Mr. Burgess, 


A year ago February you provided to me the emails that Mitch Daniels 
wrote about Howard Zinn. I have been thinking about it for a year and with 
the April 2015 update from Mr. Daniels I decided to deal with my 


frustration at him in the way shown below. Thanks for providing the source. 


John Hartsough 


From: John Hartsough 


Date: 8:11 a.m. Friday, Apr 10, 2015 


Subject: Response to April 2015 email message 


To: M. Daniels Jr. 


CC: Purdue Trustees, especially chairman Thomas E. Spurgeon, vice 


chairman Michael Berghoff, and member Sonny Beck 


Mr. Daniels, 


Thank you for your April 2015 update on the good things happening at 


Purdue that I received by email. 


You end the correspondence with “I hope you share our pride at what our 
Boilermakers have accomplished in recent weeks. Thank you for the part 


you play in our success.” 


My enthusiasm and pride in Purdue is severely tempered by the following 


comment you wrote in the year 2010. 


“From: MD 


Sent: 10:54 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 09, 2010 


To: Tony Bennett 


CC: Todd Huston; Scott Jenkins; David Shane 


Subject: Howard Zinn 


This terrible anti-American academic finally passed away. The obits and 
commentaries mentioned that his book ‘A People’s History of the United 
States’ is ‘the textbook of choice in high schools and colleges around the 
country.’ It is a truly execrable, anti-factual piece of disinformation that 


misstates American history on every page. 


Can someone assure me that it is not in use anywhere in Indiana? If it is, 
how do we get rid of it before any more young people are force-fed a totally 


false version of our history?” 


Mr. Daniels, have you ever apologized to the Zinn family, [including] 


Howard’s children Myla and Jeff, for this demeaning statement? 


Respectfully submitted, 


John Hartsough, MS Purdue Agricultural Engineering 1973, DVM Purdue 


1977 


Creekside Farms, Inc., North Manchester, Indiana 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


